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The Greatest of Kiperlments In
Government Railroading.

As passed by the Scnnto the Admin-
istration's railroad control bill con-

tinues the period of Government
throughout the wur find for

eighteen months after the wnr shall
hnvo "ended. By Senator Clmminr'b
Amendment, It nlso extends the

control to nil Independent
short lines. These represent perhaps
a thousand millions of dollars at ex-

isting capitalization.
The bill ns originally drawn and

submitted by tho Administration con- -'

Jlntied tho control Indefinitely after
j jhc war; that Is, until such time us

Congress should by affirmative notion
i J"eeal Its provisions mid restore to
j jhi! owners of the railroads their
1 former powers ami responsibilities.
: The bill also limited Federal control
' to such lines ns wero Indispensable,
I fn the judgment of tho Director of
j Ilnllroads, to unified operation for

wnr purposes.
j The chnngo of plan which puts a
definite time limit on the stupendous
Experiment wits made In committee

eforo tho bill was reported lo the
Senate. It Is a most desirable change,
for the Initial proposal seemed like

j an attempt to use a war emergency
to commit tho country to Government
ownership in time of peace; and the

j broader question ought to be dis-

missed and determined at the proper
(tlme on Its own merits and Inde-
pendently of war conditions,

j Senator Lome tried to reduce by a
whole year the period of post-bellu-

(Control, making It sis months In-

stead of eighteen. The mnln thing,
however, is not tho length of the
term but Its definite limitation, so
that new legislation will be required
to perpetuate the revolutionary rela-
tions between tho United Stutes nt

ond the railroads of the
j country. It Is to' be hoped that the
measure may get through the House
uncomplicated by an attempt to In-

trench Government ownership In
of experience.

The effect of Senator t'r.MMiss'.s
Amendment, if it passes the House
likewise, will be to restrict the pow-
ers of choice or discrimination on the
part of the Government Directorate
its to what roads shall be Included
in the Federal system nnd what roods
nxelnded, nnd nt the same time to
enlarge vastly the scope nnd signifi-
cance of the, experiment ns a practi-
cal guide to a permanent policy. Tho
experiment will be watched with In-

tense concern, both ns to Its effect on
tho enormous property Interests In-

volved nnd ns to the benefit or loss
resulting to the travelling and freight
shipping public In the, mntter of eff-
iciency of operation as compared with
private management.

Hvcn If tho war should end a few
months hence, we nro going to have
an object lesson In Government rail-
roading such ns the world has never
seen before.

Confirming a Battle Front Rumor.
Information from German prison-

ers that n new and deadlier gas is
among tho surprises of (lie forthcom
ing Teutonic assault Is confirmed by
the recent statement of General Mav-me-

Chief Director of .Military Op-

erations of the HrltMl War Olllce,
General Mai'iuck ways the Germans

are "o.vcrcilug great pressure on the
'Geneva lied (''ro to put out a pro-.tfc-

ngalust the u-- e of polon t'as."
- A?. General Mauricf. points out, tho
vuse of gas, heretofore, prohibited In
civilized warfare, was one of the

"German surprises of the Ypres fight-
ing back In 101.1. Thereafter tho
-- amc barbarous weapon was used
gloefully by them again and again.

Then tho Ilrltlsli chemists got to
vork, with the reMilt that the Ger-

man ranks were showered with
containing nastier aiiil dead-J'c- r

gases Hum were dreamed of In
ilio phlloophy of the spectacled Herr
Professors In their chemical hell's
iiltchen laboratories,

Ktrtilghtvwiy German voices wero
lifted h moving lamentation over the
barbarity of benevolent Germany's en-- i

Nile- -. There wero Teutonic whines
Just as I here nlns have turn when-
ever their own s.ivngcHc.s ive been
brought home to ihelr own doors
Just as lhe whined wlu-- their own
"Hen wero ntr raided In reiallatlon

uic iruruers of Wonu-n- . Ill 1.. ,.,n.

dren and a fed men by their own air
craft In open towns, and of tho sick
and wounded, of doctors, and lied
Cross nurses In the plainly marked
French nnd English hospitals far
back of tho fighting lines.

Now they want nu agreement, n
solemn covenant between chivalrous
combatants, that there Khali be no
more use of poison gase In the war.
With n new exterminating gas up the
German sleeve, a solemn compact that
gas shall be no more used would be
a contract of high strategic value.

Foor Bourgeois.
The BolshevJkl lnir decided fo

fight the enemy. Having scattered
tho Riirsian ariulci nnd Incited the
Russian soldier to throw away their
arms, they now exhort "all the forces
In tho country" to fight the oncoming
Gerrrmtw "to the iHSt drop of their
blood."

In their hortatory proclamation to
tho people of Ilussln there Is one para- -

graph of great significance. It fol-

lows a command to tho workmen nnd
peasants on tho line of the new front
to raise battalions to dig trenches for
defence against the.eneniy. It read:

"All members of the bourfeols claaa.
the women as well u ths men, muit
enter( theao Battalions under nurvolllami
of the Ited Ouard.s, ami In case of

must be shot."

Who nre thee bourgeois who are
to be dragooned by tho rifles of the
lied Guards Into thU belated nnd fu-

tile attempt nt defence? The word
"bourgeois," .fULthp deslgnatloruif the
French middle class In tho red days
of the French Revolution nnd since.
Is known and understood. Us newer
meaning In the mouths of the Itolshe-vlk- l

l somewhat different. Sir. Wil-
lis J. Aduot has given In Muimcy't
SlafiaHno a good explanation of Its
Implications: ,

"ItoCRGroiB Orljrlnatty the designa-
tion by whloh the French mtddU clafs
was known at the time of the Fri nch
Revolution. In Kuaala It haa nsu.ned
an entirely new meaning since the over-
throw of the Czar. The term Is now
applied to everybody whose Interests
and political leaning are Itnown to be
oppoxed to. or to differ from, those of
the masses. All such persona nre ac-

cused of capitalistic ejmpathtca and un-

der suspicion by the radical groups of
revolutionaries. The effect of this Is to
class among the bourgeois many of the

intellectuals and the more mod-

erate liberals, to whom, ns a mattenof
fact, the first success of the revolution
was largely due. H was because of his
alignment with this class that Trofessor
MiLTtJXorr tost standing with the ad-

vanced revolutionaries.. As this preju-
dice grows, it becomes a serious menace
to the final auccasa of the revolution,
because of Its tendency to drive men of
the Intellectual type out of positions of
Influence and authority. The same ten-

dency waa manifested tn the French
Revolution and led to the orgies of the
guillotine In the days of the Terror."

These nre the people who, women
side by side with men, must dig
trenches against a ruthless foe, or be
shot. Their plight Is pitiable. They
and their kind began the revolution
which swept Cznrlsm away. Then
they wanted fo continue to light
Czarlsm otherwise Kalserlsm In

manifestation across tho Rus-
sian border. But the anarchic npos-tle- s

of the class struggle would not
let them fight. Now, too late, the
samp class champions bid them fight
or die.

Tho Bolshevik doctrlne'seems to be,
Whatever the bourgeois wants, Hint
shall he not have. Is it war against
the German? He must have peace;
we will make It for him. Is It peac--

with the German, lest n worse fate
befall him? He must have war; ho
must make It for us.

l'oor bourgeois ! The upper and the
nether millstones crush hi life out. ,

Wealth and Taxes In Guam.
Governor Ron C. Smith of Guam

is gratified by the progress made In

the cnmpnlgn to rid the Island of rats
and Iguanas. Although more hunters
nro seeking tho pests than ever e,

the claims for bounties are fall-
ing off In number. The Increased

of the pursuers Is moro thiin
offset by the decrease In the pursued ;

yet the task of providing money to
p.iy for the pelts turned In Is not an
easy one. In tlw Guam A'cic Letter
for December Governor Smith prints
the iiuounceiuent flint because of the
falling off in revenues new taxes
must be levied; but ns tho tux losses
are the result of curbing the traffic in
Intoxicants ho tackles the job In n
cheerful mood :

"The greatest low of revenue Is due
tn changes In the liquor law. Ouc-tliii-

of the revenue of the Island was de-

rived formerly from the liquor tax. Thla
has gradually fallen off and may In
time disappear entirely. This Is a hard-
ship' In the matter of administration,
but Is In other respects a distinct gain
to the Island. The money that would
have been paid In taxes la Mill In tho
Island, In addition to the much larger
amount that would have been spent on
liquor."

The Governor hnd hoped lo finish
the rat cnmpulgn without levying new
tuxes, but he says that "though we
havo lost in revenue we have gained
In wealth, nnd we can now afford tho
special tax lhat will bo necessary."
Moreover, fhe results accomplished
bring profit to the Island and nil lis
people. Tho Governor speaks :

"The ridding of the Inland of these
peats Is the greatest sain ever made,
nr.d his added more lo the wealth of
th- - Island than any equal expenditure
of funds at any tunc. The expenditure,
as a matter of fact, Is actually nothing;
for the total amount soes Immediately
nnd dlrecily bick to the people, who thus
huo all the) h.id before, lei-- the rata,"

I'crhups Governor Svim Is famil

iar with the tax system which In-

cludes working out the road tax. At
any rate, he applies the principle to
the problem before him, and here Is
his tnx:

"As a temporary measure, therefore, a
rat tax Is hereby assessed of one rat
per annum for ovary dollar's worth of
suburban property at Its assessed valu-
ation.

"The tax Is effective now for the cur-

rent fiscal year, and hereafter on July
1 of each year, at such reduced rates
as may at the time be possible and duly
announced.

"To obviate the expense and compli-

cation of the elaborate bookkeeping sys-

tem that would otherwise be required,
this tax Is hereby commuted Into a
money value of 2 cents per rat, pay-

able from this date.
"The money value will be subject to

Immediate refund on presentation of the
rats, without regard to the number prc-tent-

by any Individual, nnd at n rate
of not less than 2 cents per rat."

The bounty for Iguanas Is five cents
each for nil under twelve Inches in
length, nnd 1.1 cents for lnrger ones
whose skins are not so mutilated ns
to bo worthless. The whole beast
must be turned in fo the paymaster:
tho redemption of heads Is a thins of
tho past. Probably some high finan-

ciers discovered a way to collect sev
eral bounties for each Iguana killed; j

wolf hunters even on this enlightened
continent hnve been known to resort
to such deception. Moreover, Mr. .T.

K. Siiimixi; has arranged to sell the
skins of the lnrger Igunnns In Ja-
pan, thus providing a new source of
Income for the Island.

The anti-rat- , anti-Iguan- a drive le-gn- n

In September. 1010, and In the
sixteen months ending with December
7;i7,078 rats and .'H,l)71 Iguanas hal
been destroyed. Governor Smith's
rat tax Is not light; It should be ef-

fective. If tiii city had adopted a
similar rnte, It would have called for
the delivery of S,2u4.M0,O0O rafs to
the tax receiver In 1017; nnd we have
no doubt that their destruction would
have been n good thing.

Our Agreement With Spain.
This country has struck n bargain

with Spain, under the terms of which
our nrmy In France will be supplied
from Spanish sources nnd In return
Spain will be allowed to buy certain
commodities in this country.

The advantage of obtaining mules,
blankets, nnd other stores for the
troops under General I'ebshino are
plain. It will not be necessary to
transport them overseas from this
country. Thus much needed cargo
space will bo saved for other pur-

poses. Losses In transit will be re-

duced, the Quartermaster's Corps
should bo able to obtain quickly the
articles most needed, without Uio de-

lays Inevitable In relying on a dis-

tant base and menaced line of com-

munication.
But this is not n one handled Jug.

Spain will be amply recompensed;
her liberty of trading In the United
States will be greatly extended, nnd
the support of her Industries through
raw materials bought hero will be
assured.

This agreement nppears to have
been dictated by enlightened self-intere-

on each side, nnd In conse-
quence Is likely to prove workable
and satisfactory to both.

The Police Slipped a Cog.
In handling the crowd on Fifth n ve-

nue on Washington's Birthday the po-

lice did not do as well as they should
ha vi', or as well as they frequently
have done on similar occasions. They
neglected the elementary principles of
crowd management, permitted tho
streets tp become congested uad finally
wero obliged to hold up the Yaphank
Ynnkees for some minutes In order
to straighten things out. Commis-
sioner ENitimiT's first essay In the
management of a great number of per-
sons wns not a success.

It Is questionable, however, whether
the Commissioner deserves blame for
the annoyances to which shortsighted-
ness gave rise on Friday. Tho police
machinery to clenr the streets for
pnradlng organizations Is as

as a brass band. The work Is
done according to orders that are tho
result of years of experience; tho men
who enforce them nre tho same men
who have acquitted themselves In flic
most praiseworthy manner under
like circumstances In tho past. The
fact seems to bo that once in a while
the police fall down on their Job. They
did this when cnlled on to safcgtinrd
an equal suffrage demonstration tt few
years tigo, nnd were promptly charged
with malicious purpose, which was
ridiculous.

A crowd like that which filled Fifth
avenue Iat Friday 1s very difficult
to control If It ovr gels out of hand.
Men nnd women In It are good M-
atured, but cling stubbornly to the
points of vantage I hey have gained.
Kncli individual waits for others to
give wny; none wants to bo first to
move back. The police are practically
confined to urging the Jnm to move.
Tlierc enn be no rough work ; even the
exertion of gentle physical pressure
Is dangerous. I'ntrolmen nnd their
commanders huvo to bear in mind
that a panic Is onslly bred nnd may
result In terrible I'onwqtioneps.

of tills tho correct thing to do
Is to prevent anybody fiym entering
the reserved spaces, But when half
u dozen parents of soldiers edge into
the roadway to look up town In the
h'ojie of getting an early glimpse of
their sous, and half a hundred others
lead a thousand moro after (hem, a
hard problem confronts the police.

Duly n few years ago congestion
like that at Forty-secon- d street on
Friday would luive been treated lit nn
entirely different way.I Fists nnd clubs
would have been used ; policemen
would havo been brought, up on
charges; the "brutality of the force
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would have - necessitated expostula-
tion. To-da- y we have nothing except
a slight holdup of tho marching col-

umn to regret. Commissioner Bk-moi- it

will undoubtedly see to It that
the next affair Is better managed.

edprorlty In the Senate.
Those who from gallery seats, In the

chamber In the north wing of the
Capitol have observed grave and rev-ereu- d

Senators retiring In (he direc-
tion of their party's smoking room
may have been ctirloui an to what
they talk about, there, and how. They
talk reciprocity. Now nnd then in
absent minded moments they talk It
Just, ns blandly, as frankly on the
floor of tli Senate, as witness this
from (ho Cnnpretttonal Record:

"Mr. Stone t am not opposing the
Senator's bill (for an additional Fed-

eral Judge) ; but my State la Interested
In a bill of like kind, and T was Just
getting wmc comparisons for my own
Information, Intending to vote for the
tieriator's bill, as 1 shall expect him to
vote for the other one rrhen It Is brought
before the Senate.

"Mr. Fj.ktchm I do not like to com-

mit myself, Mr. Tresldent.
".Mr, Wtonk I am not asking the

Senator to cnmmlt himself. I am not
making any bargain with him. I am
simply expressing the expectation that
he will do It, and that there wilt' be
some reciprocity."

We nro therefore divulging no se-

cret, violating notsronfldemv, ns to
proceedings In the august fcclti'lnu of
the Senate smoking room.

The report from I'ctrograd that Mr.
Trotzkt has begun to "liquidate"
things was received with considerable
enthusiasm In the Hronx region.

H Is now asserted that Geokor
Washington cut down not a cherry
treo but a plum tree, but nobody in
Pennsylvania over noticed Its absence.

Daniels praises heroic cook. 11 tail-tin- e.

With appetites like those developed
by nrmy nnd navy life, every cook
has to be a hero.

Undo David Baikd of New Jersey
has been appointed United States Sen-
ator by Governor IShce, to servo until
his successor, to be elected In Novem-
ber, takes office. Uncle Davio Is an
unregencrato Republican politician of
proved sagacity and wide experience;
ho has attained yearn of discretion and
knows how to get what he goes after.
Ho will take an uncommon stock of
common sense Into tho Senate cham-
ber, and that unusual commodity will
be valuable In Washington.

Po far as known, not one woman who
registered In the four districts where
special Congressional elections are to be
held March 3 refued to tell her age.
The nrtr of the day.

Politicians are able to wheedle al-
most anything out of almost any one.

It must havo disappointed a lot of
old fogies tremendously to find that
women could register without tho town
turning upside down In consequence.

Why should Director-Gener- McAdoo
bo called on to explain tho circum-
stances under which the Hudson tubes,
which ho built, wero taken over by
the Government? They are an essen-
tial part of three railroad systems, and
naturally belong under the Federal
administration. Should they have been
It ft out simply because Mr. McAdoo
built them?

PALATABLE WAR BREAD.

Experience Indorses and Commends
a "Sun" Kcrlpe.

To tiih KniTon or Tub Sun 5lr: In
Tub SfN some weeks aso a recipe for
"war bread" was given. Wo have tried
It, and have found It m excellent and
so superior to all other recipes that It
OUKht to be republished.

It Is half wheat flour and half corn
flour.

It should be mixed with plenty of
water.

This Is a superior mode of conserving
wheat, as the adulterant Is as great as
one-hal- f, yet tho bread Is white, tender
and approaches the flavor of whole
wheat bread, while other recipe have
only one-fift- h adulterant. W. II. II.

I'lriLADKU'iiiA, l'a l'ebruary 2!.

The Healing Touch.
Th view Is hM extensively s

That doctora InUefenslvely
Are guesers as it clai;

No principle foundational,
No bails International,

C'ontrola thu cult en mass.
Mnt nf superficially
Would nod our heads Judicially, .

t'oneurrlnc In the charge;
And yet from what I know nf them,
IM say It Isn't so of them,

When tnkMi by and Urge.

In ulth the period,
I gut to feeling very odd,

Ami enualit a unite, u iluulit.
Ile thumped mo perfunctorily
And a.t omwhut cursorily.

"HlElit pay as you go out."

Ile , It seems, a awallowpath,
Or similar

And ai his den I Bed,
"I'erhapn," thoueht I, "the other school,
One of the ounger brother school,

Can brine things to a head "

His countenance was critical,
III) word' nere analytical

And left me all at sea.
"fin, hum," lie muttered. "vculr
Deeldedly extraocular

And fifteen l the fee."

Who'd snip a pill or bolus down.
Should have It flit and solui doan

Tho gullet have It slid.
Itut If yqu had to buy the ituft
And slid It too, you'd By the atuft",

And that li what I did.

I tiled one chlropraetlral
Ills manner wis dldactlcat.

lie linred mo tu tha breeze.
And chanted low crepujft-uln-

Itemarks: "Vour trouble's muacuUr.
Ten iallar If you please,"

Thei came, a dermatologist .

Or nas It motaliologlut ?
.My memory's not clear

.lust how he did discriminate,
Would, too, 1 might eliminate

That bill, tad souvenir!

And thun from door to door I ilrode,
And ever as the more I strode

Sly pockets llghtei' gren'i
TIII from the ekerdun I got
(Perhaps n little wise I gnll

My fancied Illness flew.

Uiit'l' appears essentially
Kslalillshad, e ldeullall ,

As I set out to show;
A lived peculiarity,
A samene.., sureties, p.nlty,

Does mark tha medico,
Miriici Mums.

THE DOWSER.

.Our friend the dowser used In an-

cient times a forked hazel wand, whose
declination, uninfluenced by conscious
acts on his part, revealed tho concealed
waters, the burled treasure, tho much
sought hidden lode. A man of un
canny gifts, of power above tho com-
mon, ho travelled the countryside,
leaving In his trail the laboring well
diggers and miners who wero to prove
his gifts, nnd awed respect among all.

Hut now the dowser Is another fig-
ure, at least In city streets. Officially
badged, with an officially labelled

to take him to his destina-
tion, ho proceeds with dignity and of-

ficial protection on his search.
, Somewhere In tho labyrinth that
underlie the paved highway a water
main has sprung aleak. The escaping
water has worked Its way Into tho
surrounding cellars; the strained street
surface exudes water for a dozen
blocks; inconvenience certainly. It
may be disaster, menaces a section of
the city, Tho break must bo found. The
city's dowser Is called.

He arrives In state, with mysterious
boxes, colls of wire. Intricate ma-

chinery of electricity, microphones.
Ills assistants set up his apparatus; a
policeman takes 'his stand near by to
keep spectators within the limits of
permissible curiosity.

The dowser adjusts his headpiece, a
stethosooplc arrangement with . odd
shaped magnet dependent on It. Onei
asNlatnnt bears part of the burden of
trailing wires. Another arranges the
energy producing hntterles. Tho dow-
ser Is ready for his task.

Slowly, cautiously, unbnstlly but
quickly he traverses tho area Mispoct.
Tho traiihrnlttiiiK device, registering
resistance" and their variations, swings
with pendulumllkc regularity as he
steadily progresses. Tho sound of the
delicate machines Is llko the hum
of Industrious bees. The Inevitable
crowd gathers, some of Its members
Intent on the battery box, others
watching as if fascinated the unre-
warding dowser.

Trolley cars, motor trucks, passen-ge- -
automobiles, horso drawn vehicles

muko little detours to avoid tho ab-

sorbed figure In the street's centre. If
their passago disturbs th delicate
balance of his Instruments he gives no
sign. He Is. listening for tho telltale
evldenco that shall betray the fault
nnd set the waiting laborers digging
for Its correction. Surely none of his
predecessors In the art of divination
could have been more completely un-

conscious of what went forward about
him than this salaried reader of what
has happened beneath tho unyielding
pavement.

Amonn the spectators few know
what hit task Is. With that perverted
pride that is the mother of much Ig-

norance they will not ask. Hather
they will satisfy themselves with sur-
mise. A n.-.-g has been lost; he Is fix-
ing the level of the roadway: he Is
measuring for a new gas main; the
street railway track Is to be relald; he
Is a poor nut. nut occasionally one
bolder than his brethren seeks Infor-
mation from that fountain of all
knowledge, the stutdy man In blue and
brass.

"Locating a leak: I never saw him
nt work before; something like wire-
less."

A prosaic, materialistic age. Tho
dowser belongs. In green fields and th"e
mystery- - of the mines. In town be is
naught but an expert, technically
trained, a man of skill.

BARTLETT IN ERROR.
The Fifth Edition, 183, of Ills Quo.

tatlons Ignored nabeluls on War.
To the Kpitop. or Tur. Sun sir: 1

have before me a copy of tho fifth edi-

tion (1SS) of tho "Familiar Quota-
tions" of our friend John llartlett, on
ths title page of which he credits to
Montaigne tho modest "I havo gathered
.i posle of other men's flowers, and
nothing but the thread that binds them
Is mine own."

The references to Fran.'ls Rabelais
appear on page 1 and are an follows :

riMV'is rABirjos, 1486-105-

"t :n Jut gum; to leap Into th dirt."
Uotttai .t .t'f,

(A foot note reference, reads, 'Je ra'en vy
clicrcher tin srund put.estre."

"To return to our wethers." Hook ., eAtp.
ler ., note 2.

(A foct note referent read-- , "ReTenons a
nus moutons," a prorerh taken from the old
Vrrncli frcc of Pierre I'atellne, Plltlon KM,
pge W.V

"I drink no more thin a ronge." fHi,
rhtijitrr 5.

"Appetite comes with eitlns, says Angei.
ton." Ibid.

"By robbing I'ctcr lie paid raul, snd
lieped to ratch larks If ever the heiTcus should
fall 7 , rhiptcr 11.

i ll g' his hilvi s."-- Honk r ropter M.
"The Peril nas llt, the Keill a monk would

be;
The Peril wis well, the Peril mnnk wai he."

r.ook IV., chapter :t.
R A. DlMOCK.

nipimvvooti, N. J., Kebruary 2.'.

Corn, Toln or Just Cash.
To Tin: KniTon ok The Si n sir: !id

our stanch old friend llartlett rock-ribbe- d

In trustworthiness- - i rally nod, or
was It the pronftcadcr? llet'.vcrn "corn"
and "com" there Is only u letter of dif-
ference, and that dlfforcnco inetely
between a clot and n microscopical littlo
tlsted tall.

Our steadfast old friend ll.irtle.tt did
not err. lie never etrs It was th"
proofreader '.

And Is even "coin" Just the word that
best translates the It ib'lalslan Idea? The
rollicking, de-- . l rr.uy care liclnr-pri- et

imch tlv woid piVunc, dots lie nut?
That IJarllctt of the Trench language
Iho icspectahlo I.lttriV seems to give
argent complain as Iho definition of
pfeuni', and thai liclnjr the rase, Is not
"ready money," "cold cash," or even
plain "cash" a better equivalent for
jecutic than ! "coin"?

Still you call him IVancis. In these
days it is permissible to have a little
lilting for France and things French.
I am going to confess to a prefrrenco
for tho Rood old French mime "Fran-cols,- "

If for no other reason than tliat
It Jingles better In theso verses, read
many years ago on thu banks of the
Loire and which always seemed to me
rather kindly and pleasing:
Likewise, fur blm who llrst drew breath

Am.".;.; the vines by I'hlnon town,
Who laughed the I'blll'tlnes to death.

And mocked Ihelr dismal daguus down:
For Master Krancils Ituhelnls
At Chlnon makes high hull, hi;.

lie flogged tho monks, h flayed the Tnpe,
The lawyers writhed beneath his todi

He Jibed the ae, b Jeered the tope,
He made a Jest of all, save tlod

Wherefore at chlnnu think to pr.i
IVr Muter Francois Itnhelats

New York, February (' I' K

The rather of Fuel I onieriullon,
lieurga Washington revised "Tatliei I

cannot tell a Us, , I chopped It fur the
kitchen itove,"

UNIFORMS FOR FARMERS.
They Are Not Slacken and SmobH

Havo IIoBorable Distinction.
To Tin Editor or Tut Bun Sir; Noth-

ing was ever more true than the article
fn your paper of February 18 "Trousers
for Officers." There Is something else,
however, along the asms line that makes
me write you these few lines.

1 am a married man of military age
and tai the manager of a large farm,
having fitted myself for this work In the
New York Stats College of Agriculture.
Wherever I go where I am unknown I
am looked at askance by those who be-

lieve they see a tlacker, merely because
I am In civilian attire. There are many
more men In my position who must also
feel as I do whenevar they have to go
to town on som business.

There Is nothing more Important to
military success than the raising nf
crops, and It seems to mo that the Gov-

ernment should recognise the labors of
those men skilled In such production
ond give them some 'means of protecting
themselves against the stigma of the

slacker.
If not uniformed and why not put

Diem In uniform? should they not have
som badge or mark to show that they
are doing all In their power to aid the
country that gave them birth, when
other men wear the uniforms of captains
In the United States army while filling
"bomb proof" Jobs that demand less
labor nnd are of less Importance lo the
machinery of war? It. S. It.

Mtntu-KTow- February 22.

THE PUZZLE OF THE HEN.

Kten the Arrival of the Consulting
Expert Does Xot lieassorr.

To the Korroa or Tub Hcn Sir: I

have met hen doctors, hen promoters,
hen experts, hen stickers. In fact
everything but hen dentists, but not
until Tuesday's Issue of The Scn dl'l
I know that the humble Biddy had de-

veloped the consulting expert.
Tricre ore many things about hens

a great many of us would like to know.
Why are egss cheap when my hens are
laying and high when they are not
laying?

Why aro hens cheap when I sell them,
and high and tough when I buy?

I hope Mr. Hoover will see this a.nd
answer these two simple questions for
one simpleton. If he can't answer will
he kindly turn this matter over to one of
his hen engineers, or even a ben fireman
or other graduate of some good reliable
chicken college? Advlco from a coedu-
cational college graduate will not bo ac-

cepted.
Why Is a hen, anyway? A rooster Is

a very simple minded Individual and
after you have shaken hands with him
two or tnree times he will speak to you
anywhere he meets you whether jou arc
dressed up or not. Hut a hen good
night! You can't even approach her
without getting a scolding, and when she'
does lay nn egg even once a week she
will hide the egg If she can and then
come out In the open and yell her head
off Just because she has laid something
she knows you want and hopes you will
never find. This, dear friends, is baso
Ingratitude. What we need Is a cackling
good school that will turn out hen
psychologists. James Pooi.r.

I5RUusroBT, Conn., February 23,

VACATION FARMER&.

The Two Weeks on the Land Cam-

paign Renewed.
To tiik IDiToa or Tits Kl'.n" Sir: In

the effoit to produce from the soil of
this country a sulllclent uuantlty of food
to meet tho demands of our population
and the Allies would a suggestion find
publlcit In your paper"

A good many men and women In the
cities of the country enjoy a two or!
thteo weeks vacation, generally taken In

thu summer months. Huvposo these Iso-
lde should spend vacation time on a
farm. Though not a.i efficient as a
trained farm hand every person

would surely be able to preserve
from bus much more than what would
be neeibd to maintain that person dur-
ing the vrlt'd of farm and pay
for besides

V few weeks of physhal training prior
to coins to work would enable people
to stand the work without bavin; to
Ho down at the stnrt, and the general
benefit to health mlKhl bn as great
as If the tima were sjient amid the gay-etle- a

on the seaside or fashionable moun-
tain communities. Hrc.it smttii.

New Yop.k, February 23.

THE HOOVER CURE.

It Is a Holiday In Red With a Plain
Diet of Nothing.

To the jLOtTor. or Tm: Scn Sir,- - If
one linds ha Is ail out of sorts and needs
a thorough overhasat'na-- , let him take to
his bed, to remain ior two or three das
if necessary without a morsel nf food
of any kind. Pi Ink several pints of
water day and night. Keep warm and
jM'rsplte as freely as comfort permits.

Nature, will notify tho patient when
this measure has cleansed the system

, of stipei litmus matter and tho brain of
j thu Jinx which has been Inhabiting its
prcnlfcc

Tho bonze fljchter will find this method
tho quicken and easiest way to get on
tho water wagon, If ho will drop rum
when he enters the bed, nnd his equi-
librium will soon return.

l'rr.RT Lrurxs,
New Youk, February 23,

SPURRED OFFICERS.

The .Military .Man Dresses as He Muit,
Not as Ho Chnoset.

To tiik Khitou of' Tur. Hvs-S- lr. 1

see, many Fulled States Army ofllcers
wearing splits, Including officers of the
(jiiartermaster's Department ami the
Signal Corps

I have heard the question asked on a
number of occasions why thet-- sptrm
are wotu by otllcers who nre not
mounted officers, but have had no satis-
factory answer.

May l ask what In the army regulation
which applies to thin mutter?

Wll.l.lAM S. WlllTKIir.AD.
New Yop.k, February S3,

The ofllcers wearing hpurs lo so in
aeeorditnee with military regulations
and orilrs Issued In accordance there-
with which prescribe uniform and
equipment.

THE PRICE OF COAL.

It Is of Pnrely Academic Interest
When There Is N'o Coal,

To the KniTon or The Srv sir.- Or.
flarflelil Is teported bs going to lis-- a
price for coal Hint will eliminate the
middleman.

Why not lake the pick and coal oil
lamp from the miner '

I'oal, coal, and there Is no fo.il Hut
the price Is fixed,

Ixmu.ay Sackbtt.
New Yoiii;, Feluuary 23.

THEATRES AND
BROADWAY OF

A Veteran Actor and Manager

the Mffltien of

In his letter to Tiik Sl'X of Febru-- j
nry I ".lackto Morrow" Is correct In

the statement thnt the old Winter
Cnrden was on tho site of Trlpler
Hall, but it was also a part of the Ia
Fnrge House. I lived there In May,
1SC. I had Just returned to New
York from New Orleans. I have the
Untied States Government passport
which enablwl my mother and myself
to quit that city "after the war."

the Ia Fargo House was a
smalter building, the Southern Hotel,
which, after the fire that destroyed
the theatro and tho hotels, was merged
Into the now Hroadway Central. What
had been the Winter Garden Theatre
becatno tho large, spacious rotunda
or reudlng room of the hotel, and In
the late 'fio.s and early '70s waa the
rendezvous or lialto of the actors who
congregated in that neighborhood to
bo "convenient" to the dramatic agen-
cies of Lowell & Hlmmonds at Bleecker
street and Hroadway, up one flight;
T. Allston Urown, In West Fourth
street, nnd Charles T. l'arsloe, Sr., over
on the cast sldo of Hroadway below
Hleecker street. Lowoll & Slmmonds
later became Slmmonds & Wall, and
then Slmmonde Joined Colonel Urown
unci they liecame Slmmonds A Urown
-- Hen Lowell, Harry Wall, Morris

.Slmmonds dear! dear!
The Winter Garden was opened by

V. H. Burton as the Metropolitan
Theatre In 1856, my father, James
Seymour, and my mother being mem-
bers of hl company, which moved up
town from Chambers street. In what
had been the Southern Hotel side of
the Broadway Central was tho stair-
way leading up to tho ladles' parlors,
on which James F!sk was shot by E.
D. Stokes. The first performance 1

saw In the Winter Garden was at this
time. In May, 18C5. Ada Clifton, after-
ward the wife of Hdwurd Mollcnhauer,
tho well known and splendid musician,
loader of the orchestra for Edwin
Booth at his wonderful theatre, and
alter ward for Atlgtrstin Paly, was
playing In "Tho Woman In White," a
dramatization of WllkleColllns's novel.
I remember going through the long
tntranco extending from Broadway
through the hotel to tho auditorium
of the theatre, and after the play go-In- ?

bank upon the stao and leaving
by tho stage entrance on Mercer
street.

The next theatre I nttended was
Barnum's Museum nt tho corner of
Broadway and Ann street, and there
I saw the "famous white whale," al-

most as great a curiosity as tho Car- - i

dirt Giant, and quite us much of a
fraud. It was only an ordinary whalo '

that hnd shed Its outer nnd darker
skin. The play I saw was "The Hid- - I

den Hand." I remember Mrs. J. J. Prior
vu!., in It, nnd between the acts Tony
Denier In his "wonderful" three legged
dance. '

It was then I first met T T. Bar-nu-

on the stago of his own theatre.
It was the morning before the dally'
matinee, and I rehearsed tho fifth act i

of "Hlchord III." for him, having re- -'

cently acted It in New Orleans, and,
desiring to secure a summer engage-
ment, with the other "freaks." It was
a warm Juno day, and warm work for
a youngster of 10, who didn't spare
himself. My performanco was mod-
elled on that of John Wilkes Booth,
with whom I had performed the Duke
of York In New Orlenns a year before. '

"P. T." listened patiently, then kind- -
ly patted me on the head nnd said,
"Th" weather Is too warm for trag- -
edy." He gave us seats for several !

A STATUTORY GEM.

How the People of Alaska Established
a Territorial Flower.

'eei ere nfn for r'rbmoiy
in April S, 101T, the Territorial

Legislature of Alaska passed the fol-

lowing statute.
AN ACT

Designating and declaring the forget-me-n-

to bo the Territorial and floral
emblem of Alaska.
A Uttls flower blossomi forth on every hill

and dale,
Whereas throughout her more than

one-ha- lf million squaro miles of terri-
tory, stretching from the Pacific to the
Arctic Ocean and from Canada's bor-

der to Beting Sea, Alaska has a wild
flower which grows on every hill and
in every valley: and
Tho einhliiii of the I'lone-r- a upon the

riUKed ttfii'. ,

Whereas this flower Is emblematic
of the quality of constancy, the domi-

nant trait of the Intrepid pioneers, who,
In spite of almost Instn mountablo ob-

stacles and Insufferable hardships, have
opened for development a nation's neat,-ur- n

house; and
The I'lopeers liae nsUM it jnl we ro,iUl

deny IIiti no.
Whereas tho Grant Uloo of 'he Plo-nen- rs

of Alaska havo Indorsed this floral
gem ns tho Terntori.il flower of Alaska,

So In thlokinir fur nn eniblem
Fur 'Me eiunlre of thN North

Wo 111 i hoD.i' thf 7.ur flower
That the pulilen days brlnt forth

Tot wo want lilt i remember
That Muik't i.one to eta.,

Thouph ehe -- li pt unknown fur at-- s

And owuK-ne- .l In i da.
So. Aithnurh thev say we're Mv tig

In the Innd that Hod ford it.
'11 re.-n,- Al.oka to tivm

V. h "Ur blue forRfl-nie-iu-

i luni ii. )

Therefoie, jn it mailed by the ti

of Mm Tcmtory of Alaska.
So the of AIifIvi - the blue

not

Section 1. That the wild native forget--

me-not Is hereby made, designated
and deflated to be tho Territorial (lower
and dotal emblem of the Territory of
Alaska.

Approved April 2S, 1917

TRADE BRIEFS.
A new ii.ni.klnK for fuiiillun.i h.ik been

produced In He'fant, Ireland. It li
ecl'iillflt ally d waste product from
tliiv mills. When uieil ha u p.i kii.;; for
ecKi and other perlhnhln foods, It In said
lo preient tll'-l- deterinrjtloit.

Consul Andrew .1 tpi
fri'in Corlnlo thnt M nrafcu,! s I'tiSei ii.p
tor 1017 totalled .i.S.17.!Hl.i pounds. lud
jt approximate ('.'.oiiii.imii), I'r-d- ;, tloni
plm i tho uus imp at :iT,oin),non iiottn,i

Tin Mini of J'J.s.iri.iKi.'l Ins been nppio
prlated for irrlK-nb- projects In South
Aftha ll'irlujr inftrhiiiT) and p imps of
Amrrlihii mii'se .hon'il tlml . realty mtr-l.e- l

The Unreal) of Koie in nnd Pomentte
Commerce wil Mipplj to interei' it firms
a lii.t of iii.icjiinei't, dealer in the .loh iti
uctOniiR rinsu.ar rllmi,'

Heather l lielns nt f'nm w t i amis
it Ho' and fo u. ik ,i e foiHrr,

HOTELS OF THE

FIFTY YEARS AGO.

Is Stirred to Fond RemlnUrrnres ,,

the Winter Garden.

performances, but 1 didn , net ti,
engagement,

Thinking of the Winter Harden u
minds mo of Booth' Theatre, Whu,
tbat magnificent temple was alterel
Into n store the osJjy thing that ti.mained of the theatro was the bust
of Hhskespeare, which had been over
Its main entrance. This was place in
a round niche on the Twenty-thir- d

street side of the new business buiui.
lng. I have often looked nt n Hn,
jlghed for th past Passing Twcntj
third street and Sixth avenno th.
other day I looked up for the lnt,
but It was not to he seen. At length
I found that it had been covered wlt'i
a large sign with the word "Furs" en
It. Another Instance of how c(,m.
merclnllsm has taken the place of art
in the conduct of the theatre,

Still lingering mentally In the vimi.
Jty of the. old Winter Garden tl
member, after a short stay a' t ,e

J. Fargo House, we found qunrlcrs
around the corner In Bleecker street,
between Wooster nnd Thompi-on- , in
a block of fine old high .stoop home,
which were called "Carroll Place
Does nny old New Yorker recall the
name? My aunt, Mrs. Charles Per
nro, lived then at S Groat Jones slt't
and tho back of her house looked i .

rectly Into the bade of th house ,,

Bond street where the celebrated m
nlngham-Burde- ll murder look plnro
In my boyish wonder, a hit morW,
perhaps, I often rtood nt on" of her
windows and looked over with fer
some curiosity nt the windows of t'.e
mystery house, for I believe the tn.u-ter- y

of the murder was never ilea leiluj..
A recent communication to The Sin

mentioned Maillard's In Broadway.
Houston and Bleecker street"

I remember It well, almost opposite
the Olympic Theatre, whcie 1 acted
with Joseph Jefferson' In the sutnm-o- f

1S67. And I remember the I lever
House at the southeast lorner n'
Houston and Broadway, where Mtre
W'. Flsko used to take me for fri'd
eels, a rare delicacy at thnt place

Now and then I drop luck lids
years and wander mentally up Hrna'i-wa-

from the Battery to 1 "nlor
Square, and as a boy I often vvulkeu
the distance, and all the old hotels and
theatres appear before me vivldlv. -
keen Is tho mind In looking Kirkw !

I note that the ICastern and S'evem
hotels will soon be thlnuH of the pt'
But there was Taylor's on the corner
of Leonard street (or was it Frank
lln?), with Its gorgeous ice cream par-lor- s

on the ground floor and that lor?
flight of stairs to tho office alsne

Does any one recall the "lee ('mm
Eating Parlor" on the southeast t rine"'
of Broadway and Howard street" Th .
flourished when Grand and Can.,
streets were shopping entre,. ,n!
coming further up town, at Thlrvent
street was Clark's, with the Shak-
espeare behind It. Clark nfterwarl
went up to Twenty-thir- d Mice!

I have passed by the Dn Soto anil

Cunningham's, and tho "Hoti-- n '
Lords," But this was a. Mock e"
Broadway, and the old .St. Charles it
the east side above Bleecker .' ft!
and the Tremont on tho west .".c,
Just south of tho Broadway Centra
and tho Brandrcth House ,md th

Piescott and the St. Nicholas M"r
polltan, St. Denis, the Sinclair t'.e .

New York.
My apologies to tho modern pa f

hotels of ISIS for mentioning mic
of date but nlways dear to mean1'
places of entertainment for man if i

beast. William Slimo'"1
New YonK, February 23.

SHALL THEY KNIT ON'

Women Are Confused by the
dieting .Statements.

To tiik KtiiTor. or Tn t: s
other day I Mopped k'l 'in z

last of man; s've,itor in,l "

paper. I was amared t

owing to the effor's .!- -

Ill informed men, womct a ''
the country wa. being dep,.

wool supply. Now we a. i' ,

and ve may all be ill I, "i '

we are so Ignorant the ;i,,c-'"- e

Washington should set i i cV
Secretary of the Navy a"d -
of War were epurtod to ha i

timn ago that there wn t 'jc. . t

knitted garments w were '. ,

Subsequently thee elate. it'
traded and ve were u -- t
knitting. Floods of left --

from all parts of tne conn ', it .
to furnish the sol.ITs.-- s wr "
clcs as l'a.t as pnyslble li.f'
day I lead a letter fiou .

which he said tiiat of t

camp wheto he wart ' c
twelve only out o' a hund
liMied with them

It to nie if th.
ous matter that the t;.,e i
lo make Minte dcciM- - - a",
sard to thin Mihjr, ' ,i

liro.idc.iet over the I'n.'.ci --

stireh do no' wl.h to ilepl, e t

of wool, and we ten-t'- t he K '

Informed when we have do .n

.lave bom teiuested tn tp.
of Individuals and bv m ' u '

lid i f woil;, notabl. t'.i" lh '

ll.tv been asked to f a --

and have done so, ,'o
lufo'ined olllclall w't.it '

statements in tho p.vpeta
ered the other day ho,i,
,u older 'o tiuiKe i'.e
leaf to evctv one w.i"

seive the icitintrv ! i "' --

knitting. Mnir I' .'

JIuI'M Vlt.vin. I'ehnn

The Interest In (Mil New I

Tu rut Kt.r"i: or Ti,,
was very much pleas-- wi'h
dUi'tlotlH ill septa of !''' .1,''
tnlns "Viowe of old New '

Si'stivi S'.v of IV), i,i

savol tlieni lo po in w h

Vov Of uhl Ni'V Vol
-- houlil be i onitni'tideil fir
public such line plctnn

I have heard two of the
tlonril in 'Sila.s's" letti r , '

I saw Capou I In ' I. a ' '

th" operetta. "La Ho'l- - I'
would ti'ttalnly ! a "e.,
I ev cd I rcnieii'bo i .

Hons. ei pi dally
Tlieie wete two lug s,
'Til- - that have vl bn m

I should al"o ii ,e
j look ng foi'w.itd H,

firs' lnsta''i,et't the
I St v and to (he euh'ni'ei

to inn end. M ' J

Sr.w Vei i;, Ti ,arj .


